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	“VISIE” 

OUTLINES


VISIE: Towards a European Virtual School 

13- 16 June 2002, the Netherlands

Introduction

On behalf of the Netherlands' Ministry of Education, Science and Culture, e-linQ and i-drie collaborative network will be hosting the VISIE Conference in Kerkrade from 13 - 16 June 2002, in cooperation with the European Schoolnet. The Conference will be aimed at participants in the European Schoolnet, especially the EUN Virtual School participants, and a selected number of Dutch educational participants and experts.

We hope this VISIE conference will::

1) Facilitate knowledge building about Electronic Learning Environments, eLearning and especially the Digital/Virtual School and its role in raising (European) educational quality and diversity;

2) Promote acquaintance and use of EUN and EUN Virtual School by teachers in the Netherlands;

3) Facilitate exchange and lasting collaboration between EUN VS Planning Teams and team members of Kennisnet/Digital School Classrooms & Communities;

4) Give an impulse to the development and a ‘Quality-leap’ of the EUN Virtual School;

5) Contribute to professional development and knowledge of co-ordinators and teachers of the VS Planning Teams;

6) Contribute to wider knowledge and use of the eSchoolnet/EUN-site as thé European educational web platform.

THE IDEA

Bring together the different departments of the EUN Virtual School in an awe-inspiring and interactive conference on education. The VISIE conference will be thé place to meet teachers, educators, school managers and coordinators from all over Europe who are actively involved in the Virtual School. With special focus on the Netherlands Virtual school initiatives and on (other) EUN networks and projects. 

The general purpose of the conference will be to explore the different aspects of the concept of a virtual School as a hands-on example of the e-Learning environment for the future. 

THE ORGANISORS

The VISIE conference is hosted by the Netherlands Ministry of Education, Culture and Science, in the framework of the program  “Education On-line” and organized by e-linQ in cooperation with Fontys University of Professional Education and the EUN Virtual School.

Project bureau e-linQ Heerlen, the Netherlands, is the home for the VISIE conference team.

e-linQ is a young and dynamic project bureau for education and Ict. Employees have a solid background and experience with organising international conferences, seminars and events, with a special focus on the innovation of education and Ict. 

e-linQ is very familiar with the logistical possibilities at the conference centre and has strong links to many international networks in Europe and the world. 

For more information: http://www.elinq.nl/
THE PROGRAMME

During this 3-day event plenary sessions with keynote speakers will be organised in the morning, whilst the afternoons will be used for meetings within and between the departments. In the evenings participants can get to know each other in an informal way during the social activities. 

The programme will give sufficient space and time for participants to share information and experiences, develop ideas and brainstorm about the future of the Virtual School. 

DURATION

The VISIE conference will be held from Thursday 13 June until Sunday 16 June 2002. 

Participants will arrive on 13 June and will be welcomed during a reception in the evening of 13 June. The official opening of the conference will be in the morning of Friday 14 June and the conference will be closed on Sunday 16 June at noon.

Most participants will be in the Netherlands for 4 days and 3 nights.

PARTICIPANTS

Members of the EUN Virtual School departments will be invited to participate in the VISIE conference. Other invitees are the EUN VS Board and Management Team and a delegation from the EUN office in Brussels, as well as a delegation of teachers from “My Europe”, the European Network of Innovative Schools (ENIS), UNESCO ASPnet and Comp@ct and keynote speakers from the educational field in Europe. 

The possibilities are being investigated for a limited number of simultaneous meetings of European educational networks. 

An expected two hundred and forty (240) people will participate in the VISIE conference. 

LOCATION

The VISIE conference will take place at Conference centre ROLDUC, Kerkrade.

The centre is an apt European location, closely located to Maastricht/Aachen airport and within the triangle the Netherlands–Germany– Belgium and holds a unique European history and fitting atmosphere for the EUN VS Conference. Centre Rolduc is surrounded by magnificent parks and woods and is located in “Eurode”, which aims to be the first-ever “European” city. 

EXPECTED RESULTS

The VISIE conference is a concrete contribution of the Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture and Science to the EUN, especially the Virtual School, and contributes to the practical implementation of the e-Learning action plan.

The VISIE conference aims to reach following results:

· Facilitate knowledge building about Electronic Learning Environments, eLearning and especially the Digital/Virtual School and its role in raising (European) educational quality and diversity

· Promote acquaintance and use of EUN and EUN Virtual School by teachers in the Netherlands

· Facilitate exchange and lasting collaboration between EUN VS Planning Teams and team members of Kennisnet/Digital School Classrooms & Communities

· Give an impulse to the development and a ‘Quality-leap’ of the EUN Virtual School

· Contribute to professional development and knowledge of co-ordinators and teachers of the VS Planning Teams

· Contribute to wider knowledge and use of the eSchoolnet/EUN-site as thé European educational web platform

· Improve expertise of teachers, educators and managers on the theme “Ict and international school projects”

APPLICATION

Invited participants from the EUN VS Board and Management Team, the EUN VS departments, the EUN office and joined networks Comp@ct, My Europe, ENIS, UNESCO ASPnet and Kennisnet Communities can register online at http://www.eun.nl/
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